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A thermal dye transfer sheet used by a thermal dye transfer 
recording system has a dye layer provided on at least one side of a 
substrate where the dye layer contains a pyrazolonemethine type dye of 
formula (I); Rl, R3 = optionally substituted lower alkyl, optionally 
substituted lower alkenyl or optionally substituted aryl; and R3, R4 = 
optionally substituted lower alkyl, dialkylamino, -COOR5 or -COR6R7, 
where R5 = optionally substituted lower alkyl, optionally substituted 
lower alkenyl or optionally substituted aryl, and R6, R7 = hydrogen, 
optionally substituted lower alkyl, optionally substituted lower 
alkenyl or optionally substituted aryl. The dye layer may further 
contain a pyrazoloneazo type dye or a quinophthalone type dye. Also, 
the dye layer may comprise layers provided on one side of the 
substrate, where at least one dye layer comprises (I) as a yellow dye 
and at least one of the other dye layers contains an indoaniline type 
cyan dye . 

ADVANTAGE - The thermal dye transfer sheet has excellent thermal 
yellow colour dye transfer recording, forms an image having faithful 
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colour reproducibility of an original image and satisfactory fastness 
and achieves satisfactory colouring (high sensitivity) and a high 
colouring density by a low heat energy. (I) does not cause catalytic 
fading when used in combination with an indoaniline type cyan dye. 
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